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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computerized method for performing alternate routing of 
communications in a network, the method comprising: 

initiating a communication from an origination endpoint in a packet- 
switched network to a destination endpoint; and 

determining, according to selection criteria, whether to route the 
communication to the destination endpoint using at least a second circuit-switched 
network. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein initiating a communication comprises 
initiating a VoIP communication. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein initiating a communication comprises 
initiating a communication from a VoIP endpoint. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein initiating a communication from an 
origination endpoint in a packet-switched network comprises initiating a communication 
from an origination endpoint in a VoIP network. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein initiating a communication to a 
destination endpoint comprises initiating a communication to a VoIP endpoint. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein initiating a communication to a 
destination endpoint comprises initiating a communication to a PSTN endpoint. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein determining comprises determining 
according to available bandwidth criteria. 
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein determining according to available 
bandwidth criteria comprises determining whether a number of call counts processed by 
an enterprise gatekeeper is above a specified threshold. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein determining comprises determining 
according to network resource availability criteria. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein determining according to network 
resource availability criteria comprises determining according to the availability of a 
network component. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network component comprises determining according to the availability 
of a network endpoint. 

12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network endpoint comprises: 

sending, to a gatekeeper, an admission request containing a network 
address associated with the network endpoint; 

wherein the gatekeeper is programmed to determine whether the network 
address associated with the network endpoint is a member of a set of available network 
addresses. 

13. The method of claim 10, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network component comprises determining according to the availability 
of a call mediator. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a call mediator comprises: 
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sending, to a gatekeeper, an admission request containing a network 
address associated with a network endpoint; 

wherein the gatekeeper is programmed to determine whether a call 
mediator associated with the network address is a member of a set of available call 
mediators. 

15. The method of claim 10, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network component comprises determining according to the availability 
of a gatekeeper. 

16. The method of claim 10, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network component comprises determining according to the availability 
of a gateway. 

17. The method of claim 10, wherein determining according to the 
availability of a network component comprises determining according to the availability 
of a router. 

18. The method of claim 9, wherein determining according to network 
resource availability criteria comprises determining according to the availability of a 
communication link. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein routing the communication to the 
destination endpoint using at least a second circuit-switched network comprises routing 
the communication using the PSTN. 

20. A system alternate routing of communications in a network, the 
system comprising: 

an origination endpoint in a packet-switched network; 
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a destination endpoint; and 

a gatekeeper programmed to determine, according to selection criteria, 
whether to route a communication from the origination endpoint to the destination 
endpoint using at least a second circuit-switched network. 

21 . The system of claim 20, wherein the origination endpoint comprises a 
VoIP endpoint. 

22. The system of claim 20, wherein the packet-switched network 
comprises a VoIP network. 

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the origination endpoint comprises a 
VoIP endpoint. 

24. The system of claim 20, wherein the origination endpoint comprises a 
PSTN endpoint. 

25. The system of claim 20, wherein the gatekeeper comprises an 
enterprise gatekeeper. 

26. The system of claim 20, wherein the gatekeeper comprises an inbound 

gatekeeper. 

27. The system of claim 20, wherein the gatekeeper comprises an 
outbound gatekeeper. 

28. The system of claim 20, wherein the gatekeeper comprises a 
translation gatekeeper. 

29. The system of claim 20, wherein the selection criteria comprises 
available bandwidth criteria. 
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30. The system of claim 29, wherein the available bandwidth criteria 
comprises whether a number of call counts processed by an enterprise gatekeeper is 
above a specified threshold. 

31 . The system of claim 20, wherein the selection criteria comprises 
network resource availability criteria. 

32. The system of claim 31, wherein the network resource availability 
criteria comprises the availability of a network component. 

33. The system of claim 32, wherein the network component comprises a 
network endpoint. 

34. The system of claim 33, wherein the gatekeeper determines the 
availability of the network endpoint by receiving an admission request containing a 
network address associated with the network endpoint, and determines whether the 
network address associated with the network endpoint is a member of a set of available 
network addresses. 

35. The system of claim 32, wherein the network component comprises a 

call mediator. 

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the gatekeeper determines the 
availability of the call mediator by receiving an admission request containing a network 
address associated with a network endpoint, and determines whether a call mediator 
associated with the network address is a member of a set of available call mediators. 

37. The system of claim 32, wherein the network component comprises a 

gatekeeper. 



BRMFSl 421483vl 



33 



Attorney Docket Number 5630/6 
Express Mail Label No. EV330371215US 

38. The system of claim 32, wherein the network component comprises a 

gateway. 

39. The system of claim 32, wherein the network component comprises a 

router. 

40. The system of claim 20, wherein the circuit-switched network 
comprises the PSTN. 
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